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Fig.1 A screenshot of online pictogram survey page
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Fig.2 One of the 120 pictograms used in the online
pictogram survey

01 02000000000000000
Table 1 U.S.-Japan interpretation words and fre-
quency for Fig.2
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Fig.3 U.S.-Japan interpretation of gesture was dif-

ferent in these pictograms
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Fig.4 Correlation between color and gender - red de-

notes female and blue denotes male - is not
universal (Left human figure is red, and right
human figure is blue)
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Fig.5 Pictograms with different interpretation on

U.S. respondents answered, “late, on

time, early” whereas Japanese respondents

time.

answered, “future, present, past.” (each from
left)
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Fig.6 Pictograms with different interpretation on

“up,

whereas Japanese respondents an-

space. U.S. respondents answered,
down”
swered, “there, here.” (each from left)
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Fig.7 “Tokyo tower (left)” and “school sports festi-

val (middle)” are familiar concepts in Japan
whereas “party (right)” is a familiar concept
in the U.S.
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Fig.8 Facial expressions were interpretated differ-
ently by U.S. and Japanese respondents
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Fig.9 Two pictogram messages meaning, “I ate de-
licious cake” (top and bottom)
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Fig.10 A screenshot of prototype pictogram re-
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